
Intent 

English at Belvue School intends to empower our young people to develop a strong sense of self. The English curriculum aims to enhance the enjoyment and creativity of the subject, whilst also developing the key skills needed to thrive in the local community and become a positive citizen in doing so.
Effective communication is paramount; having the confidence to express themselves in ways that are appropriate and safe. We wish to develop their communication skills as a means to promote independence. This is achieved through a variety of mediums such as discussion, group work, debates, presentations, experiences outside the classroom, to name but a few.
The English curriculum will serve as the bridge between their school experience and adulthood experience. We aim to pave the way for young people to reach their full potential, so they can successfully and independently transfer these skills into their futures.
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Overview 
English is divided into seven key areas in line with the National Curriculum:

· Spoken language
· Word reading (phonics intervention)
· Reading comprehension
· Writing – transcription (spelling)
· Handwriting
· Writing – composition
· Writing – vocabulary

Weekly English lessons are structured to embed these seven key areas, recorded on a curriculum map to ensure effective coverage. In addition to shared reading a weekly lesson is dedicated to Guided Reading, students are in small groups according to reading and comprehension ability; exploring language and developing writing skills and comprehension.
Catch-up Literacy intervention is followed to support and improve SLD students’ reading. We use Accelerated Reader scheme, alongside MYON a dynamic online e-reading source that allows all our students to have access to over 1000 e-books from different genres. This ensures that the students are exposed to a range text that are accessible yet age/developmentally appropriate, specifically chosen to broaden their knowledge of the world around them in preparation for when they leave us as young adults. Key Stage 4, MLD students follow the WJEC accreditations in Additional English and SLD students follow the Edexcel Skilled for Life Programme. 

:

























	KS4
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer


	Cycle 1
	Creating Narratives 
	Exploring Shakespeare 
	Communicating Experiences 

	Overview
	Students will study and explore narratives and create characters as a whole class. In some classes they will study several narratives across different genres which will be drawn upon in guided reading sessions. They will use this as a platform to enable them to produce their own narratives discovering how to create a storyline, in some cases tailoring to an interest of an audience or reader. They will develop and describe characters and settings using writing techniques and devices such adjectives, metaphors and similes building a clear range of skills to enhance their written expression. 
Students will be able to structure their own narrative exploring how to plan their work and how a narrative requires a specific structure allowing them to sequence ideas. They will explore different types of vocabulary for different audiences and investigate genre, setting, stereotypes and plot comparing key events, plotlines and sequential events. Through completing this work the students will also be working towards a WJEC Accreditation or the EdExcel Personal Progress Accreditation.



 
	Students will study and explore an abridged play by Shakespeare such as ‘Romeo and Juliet ‘, ‘Much ado about nothing’ or ‘Twelfth night.’ Through this they will develop their reading skills, and develop their interest in texts. Students will identify the main events and discuss how they might affect the audience. They will make references to the text either simple or complex and do this through oral contributions, while some may be able to express this through written work. 
Students will also describe specific information about the characters in the play, their names, characteristics, behaviours and how they relate to each other using writing techniques, such as adjectives and similes. Through completing this work the students will also be working towards a WJEC Accreditation or the EdExcel Personal Progress Accreditation.
During their weekly guided reading, students will read the play and explore language and imagery. Students will use simplified and abridged texts and some may use picture based stimulus. 

	Students will learn how to communicate experiences from different points of view and demonstrate their understanding of this. They will do this by conveying past, recent or new experience and present this in a variety of ways; such as presentations, storyboards, written report, timelines and/or role-play. Some may do this through essay writing if appropriate. Experiences will be deconstructed and understood from different points of view. Most will be able to state feelings or an opinion that are clearly understood and will explore ways to respond to simple questions. Students may use video or picture based stimulus to support memory and recall. 
During their weekly guided reading will focus on autobiographies. Students will read a variety of non-fiction text focusing on key skills such as but not limited to comprehension and language, how the text is organised and summarising. 



	
	Autumn 
	Spring
	Summer 

	Cycle 2
	Audio-Visual Texts 
	Exploring Narratives 
	Exploring Poetry 

	Overview
	The students will develop and demonstrate an in depth knowledge of events, characters and the storyline, that they have encountered in two audio/visual texts. They will develop their sentence structure and recall through understanding and answering simple or complex questions about the films, they may be supported to do this with the aid of visual key word banks.
Some students will develop a deeper understanding of character traits and underline themes requiring them to make predictions and draw upon specific language/quotes used within the audio visual text. They will present this in a variety ways including but not limited to close passages, comprehension responses (oral or written) presentations, storyboards, timelines, character profiles and card sorts. Students will progress their speaking and listening skills by taking part in class discussions/debates providing judgments of film characteristics and techniques.
Through completing this work the students will also be working towards a WJEC Accreditation or the EdExcel Personal Progress Accreditation. During their weekly guided reading they will explore books of the same genre and explore the relationship between the characters including similarities and differences between those in the book and in the film.
	Within this term the students will take on a different approach to narratives. They will explore a variety of narratives centred on novels, short stories or short media texts and some students will explore two narratives in greater depth which will enable them to discover key elements of narratives, understand how narratives appeal to an audience and explore events that occur in narratives. They will develop skills such as inference, comprehension; questioning and some students will investigate the author’s use of dialogue, symbolism and other writing techniques. Students will achieve this through a variety of experiences ranging from writing their own story either written or in pictures to extended writing, presentations, oral records, storyboards and timelines. Through completing this work the students will also be working towards a WJEC Accreditation or the EdExcel Personal Progress Accreditation. 
During their weekly guided reading, students will read short stories of varying narratives focusing on exploring inference in particular relation to plot, character and setting.

	The students will study a range of poetry they will develop knowledge of the features of poetry, the ability to interpret poetry and respond to the language in poetry. They will study a variety of modern and/or classical poems and will be supported to interpret the subject matter, language and their affect on the reader. Students will explore poems through a variety of experiences and activities including but not limited to answering questions, making connections, close passages, comprehension responses, presentations, storyboards, card sorts acting out the poem/role-play and if appropriate extended responses. 
Through completing this work some students will also be working towards a WJEC accreditation as appropriate.
During their weekly guided reading, students will read non-fiction books focussing on autobiographies with particular focus on language choice and comprehension of the text. 
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