
Horticulture

Intent 
At Belvue, we recognise that our students benefit greatly from learning outside the classroom (LOC), and learn best from practical experiences; experiential learning provides relevance that can be difficult to replicate in the classroom.  Through Horticulture, we aim to provide meaningful opportunities for students to experience and learn about the importance of gardening, for pleasure (developing interests), to understand food and where it comes from, and for its positive impact on wellbeing.  Students take part in ‘food to fork’ learning, eating the produce that they grow.  They learn about different plant types and their needs, and they learn that food can be grown from seed.  In Post 16, students care for an allotment; recognising that many of our students and their families experience financial difficulties, we demonstrate that they too can grow their own food.



Horticulture



Overview 
In Key Stage 3, students learn basic horticultural skills, how to use hand tools, and how to harvest produce.  In Key Stage 4 they progress to more complex skills, where possible, such as growing in different soils and environments.  They make greater use of our greenhouse to grow from seed, and learn about the yearly cycle of planting and growing.  At Key Stage 5, students manage our allotment, growing food for the kitchen, and learning to make decisions about the environment in which they work.
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	KS4
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer


	Cycle 1
	
	
	


	Overview
	In Autumn, we look at the science of soil.  Student learn about soil structure and composting.  They collect leaves from onsite trees to prepare leaf mould, and ensure that the garden is ready for winter.  We collect seeds for storage, and plant winter crops, and students undertake tool maintenance.
	In Spring, we sow fruit, vegetable and flower seeds, and learn about successional sowing.  Students learn to tend the garden, weed, water, and maintain seedlings in the greenhouse.  We learn to encourage wildlife by hanging bird boxes, and building habitats (e.g. for slowworms).
	In the Summer, we harvest and eat the crops we’ve grown in spring.  Students learn about pests and diseases and how to prevent them.  We make our own plant food and feed the plants to encourage growth.  We look at irrigation systems (e.g. learning how to siphon water).  Towards the end of term, we plant a crop, to grow over summer, in preparation for new students.






Horticulture Learning
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